
 

St Thomas’ C of E Academy 
Literacy - Progression of Skills  

 
Progression of 
Skills  

PN 
Birth to three 

N 
3-4 years 

R 
Reception 

ELG 
Early Learning Goal 

Comprehension  Beginning to ask questions about something I 
have heard or seen.  
Understand who, what, where in simple 
questions.  
Respond to simple one step instruction  
Respond to a sentence containing 2 information 
carrying words eg give teddy the cup.  

  

Understand the use of objects eg. what do we 
use to cut things?.  
Show my understanding of prepositions by 
carrying out and action or selecting the correct 
picture for under, on top, behind. Understand 
more complex sentences eg put your toys away 
and then we can read a book Beginning to 
understand how and why questions.  
Respond to a sentence containing 3 information 
carrying words.  

  

Respond to instructions involving a two part 
sequence.  
Share my understanding of something I have 
heard.  
Follow a story without pictures or props. Respond 
appropriately to ideas expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion.  

  

Demonstrate understanding of what has been 
read to me by retelling stories and narratives 
using my words and recently introduced 
vocabulary.  
Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in 
stories  
Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-
play.  
Follow instructions using several ideas or actions.  
Answer how and why questions about my own 
experiences.  
Answer how and why questions in response to 
stories or events.  
Express my views about events or characters 
after listening to a story.  
Understand humour.  

Reading  Have some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, 
poems and share them with an adult, peer or 
look at them alone.  
Join in with rhyming and rhythmic activities 
Fill in the missing word or phrase in a known 
rhyme, story or game.  
Beginning to turn pages in books.  
Explore books, lifting flaps or finding hidden 
words  
Ask questions about a book and make comments 
and or share my ideas.  
Repeat words or phrases from familiar stories.  

Say and perform action to a familiar nursery 
rhyme.  
Beginning to recognise language patterns in 
stories, poems and other texts (repeated phrases, 
rhyme, alliteration)   
Say the rhyming word at the end of a 
familiar rhyme.  
Recognise rhythm in spoken words by clapping 
and tapping syllables in words.  
Hear and sort objects by their initial sound.  
Hear and sort objects by their end sounds. 
Listen to stories with increasing attention and 
recall.  

Recognise rhyming words in familiar rhymes, 
poems and stories.  
Recognise a rhyming pair  
Continue a rhyming string.  
Recognise and say initial sounds in words.  
Recognise and say the end sound in words. 
Read some letter groups that each represent 
one sound.  
Read some 1 syllable words by blending using 
some of the grapheme-phoneme correspondence I 
have learnt.  

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and 
at least 10 digraphs.  
Read words consistent with phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending  
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with my phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words. Suggest what a 
story might be about from the title, blurb or 
illustrations.  
Talk about main points or key events in a simple 
text.  
Sequence the important parts of a story in 
order.   



 

Select my name supported by a picture prompt. 
Enjoy using story resources to retell parts of 
familiar stories  
Develop my play around favourite stories using 
props.  
Make links between print I see in the 
environment.   

Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate 
key events and phrases in familiar rhymes and 
stories.  
Describe the main setting and principal 
characters in a story.  
Talk about illustrations and print in books. Talk 
about print in the environment (own name, 
signs, logos)  
Look at books independently.  
Handle a book carefully.  
Hold books the correct way up and turn the 
pages one at a time.  
Pretend to read familiar books, drawing on my 
memory, language patterns and illustrations as 
prompts.  
Know that when I read I start at the top and go 
from left to right.  
Read my name.  
 

Blend the sounds to read simple words made up 
of the letter-sound correspondences learnt. 
Beginning to read simple phrases and sentences.  
Choose a book they would like to read.  
Identify the title on a book  
Enjoy exploring a range of books.  
Understand that words and pictures in books 
and computers give information.  

 

Recognise language patterns in stories, poems 
and other texts.   
Choose and share favourite books they like to 
read for pleasure from a selection.  

 

 

Writing  Make marks using gross motor movements.  
Marks start at the top of the page.  
Marks flow from left to right.  
Pictures are beginning to tell a story or convey a 
message.  
Make symbols such as a cross, star, or letter like 
marks.  
Use pictures, symbols, words or letters that I 
know to ‘write’ my ideas on the page. 
Sometimes talk about the marks I make. 
Beginning to copy some of the letters in own 
name.  
Talk about the marks, pictures or symbols seen 
in different places.   

Talk about the marks made when drawing, 
writing and painting.  
Break the flow of speech into words.  
Group my symbols and letters so they look like 
words.  
Label an object/picture by writing the initial 
sound.  
Label an object/picture by writing the end 
sound.  
Copy first name.  
Copy both names.  
Write first name from memory. Write some of 
the 26 graphemes in the alphabet accurately.   

Write both names correctly from memory using 
capital letters where appropriate.  
Form most lower-case letters correctly.  
Form most capital letters correctly.  
Beginning to write the grapheme to the sound 
heard.  
Segment the sounds in simple words and know 
which letters represent some of them Spell 
words by identifying the sounds and then 
writing the sound with letter/s.  
Beginning to write labels and captions and talk 
about what they have written.  
Beginning to write simple sentences that they can 
read.  
Use finger spaces between words.  
Re-read what they have written to check that it 
makes sense.  

Write recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed  
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  
Spell some common exception words for  
Reception  
Spell some regular reception words correctly. 
Write simple sentences that they can read. 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be 
read by others.  
Write short sentences with words with known 
letter-sound correspondence using a capital 
letter and full-stop.  
  



 

Fine Motor  
Skills  

Turn single pages in a book.  
Show control when holding and using jugs to 
pour, hammers, books and mark-making tools. 
Beginning to use three fingers to hold writing 
tools  
Use one hand consistently in most activities 
Imitate drawing simple shapes such as circles 
and lines.  
Paint with some wrist action making dots, lines, 
circular strokes.  

Show a preference for a dominant hand.  
Use one-handed tools and equipment. Hold a 
pencil between my thumb and two fingers, no 
longer using whole-hand grasp. Hold a pencil 
near its point between my first two fingers 
and thumb and can use it with good control.  
Trace a range of vertical, horizontal lines and 
shapes.  
Trace some letters and numbers.  
Copy some letters, e.g. letters from my name. 
Beginning to zip up my coat  
Beginning to eat independently using a knife and 
fork.  
Independently put my coat on.  
 

Use a range of tools, objects, construction and 
malleable materials, competently, safely and 
with increasing control.  
Make anticlockwise marks and retrace vertical 
lines.  
Handle equipment and tools effectively, including 
pencils for writing,   
Beginning to form recognisable letters.  
Use vertical and horizontal marks to create a 
cross symbol  
Use scissors to cut on a line continuously.  

  

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for 
fluent writing – using a tripod grip in almost 
all cases.  
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery  
Beginning to show accuracy and care when 
drawing  
Beginning to be able to write on lines and control 
the size of my letters  

  

 


